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age, but we had some facts to go on in forming our cal-
culations. For instance, we all knew that the Act of
Parliament allowing Roman Catholics to sit in the
House of Commons was passed in 1829, and we also
knew that that Act had been made inevitable by the
election of Daniel O'Connell for Clare County in 1828.
So far all was clear, and then we also knew that The
O'Gorman Mahon was a landlord of influence in the
county of Clare at the time of the great constitutional
struggle, and that it was under his guidance and with
his support O'Connell had become a candidate for the
county. Here were then some facts to go on. Let us
assume, for the sake of argument, that we were discuss-
ing The O'Gorman Mahon's age in 1885, when he was
sitting among the Irish Nationalists in the House of
Commons. Then we had the unquestionable fact to
go on that nearly sixty years before he had arrived at
such a period of manhood as to be O'ConnelFs princi-
pal supporter in the Clare contest. Then again, we all
knew that when The O'Gorman Mahon entered the
House of Commons in my days, he was not entering
that assembly for the first time. I think that when I
knew him best Mr. Gladstone and he were the only
members of the House who had been members of it im-
mediately after the passing of the great Reform Bill in
1832. Mr. Gladstone, I should say, was always very
friendly with dear old O'Gorman Mahon, and used to
make pleasant allusions to the days when they first sat
in Parliament together.

During the considerable interval that had passed be-
tween O'Gorman's early Parliamentary life and his
subsequent return to the House he had enjoyed a career
of many adventures. He had a taste both for soldier-
ing and for sailoring. He had served as a volunteer in

3398 not know how he could have
